
 

 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Policy Subcommittee  
3-6-17 9:00 am 

Chatham Community Center 
 
Attendance:  Nancy Scott, Sharon Stout, Karen Ryder, Donna Richardson, Melissa Maguire 
 
Discussed and reviewed Memorial Policy and final draft to present to full committee for a first 
reading at our next meeting. 
 
 
Adjourned 
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MEMORIALS 

 
The District welcomes the opportunity to recognize and honor a life lost and desires to help in 
the grieving and healing processes.  The District is obligated, however, to exercise caution in the 
method used to recognize the deceased member of our community and his or her family.  As 
places designed primarily to support learning, school sites should not serve as the primary 
location for permanent memorials. Research indicates two potential problems.  

 

First, physical memorials have the potential to glamorize death in the minds of some students. 

Young people who suffer from depression or other psychological problems and are at risk for 

suicidal behavior can be motivated to take their own lives when they are exposed to a memorial 

immortalizing a death. 

 

Secondly, memorials at school will be a constant physical reminder of the victim and may 

continue to trigger trauma responses in students and staff long after the event took place.[1]  

Memorials can be an ongoing visual reminder of what happened, leading to students worrying if 

it will happen again or wondering if they could be next.  From this perspective, memorials in the 

school or on school property pose a significant risk because it is almost impossible for students 

to avoid the physical reminders of a death.  Viewing memorials needs to be an opportunity of 

choice, as we all grieve differently, and for some, it is healthier to not be reminded. [2] 

 
Memorials/activities that families and friends may want to consider include: 

 Perpetual scholarships established in the name of lost community member. 

 Donation to a charity or program that is dedicated to helping students. 

 Collection of money to be donated to the deceased’s family or charity of their 

choice. 

 A sympathy card from the school (possibly signed by students and staff) and 

flowers at the funeral. 

 

Any permanent memorials in existence before the adoption of this policy can only be removed 

by a vote of the School Committee.   
 
 
SOURCES:  MASC August 2016 
 
https://www.washk12.org/policywiki/index.php?page=october-november-2013-policy-2410-
student-memorial-policy 
 
[1] http://www.rems.ed.gov/docs/ERCMNewsletter_Memorials.pdf 



 

 

 
[2] Author, Steel W, “School Memorials: Should We? How Should We?” Trauma and Loss: 
Research and Intervention, The National Institute for Trauma and Loss in Children, Retrieved 
from https://www.starr.org/research/school-memorials-0 
 
 
 


